INTERNATIONAL CONDEMNATION 
OF THE ACTIONS OF THE JUNTA IN GUINEA ON SEPTEMBER 29, 2009
Initial Reactions

The Secretary-General [of the United Nation] deplores the use of force by the armed and security forces in Guinea . . . He is shocked by the loss of life, the high number of people injured and the destruction of property, as a result of the excessive use of force.  He sends his condolences to the families of the victims.

The Secretary-General urges Guinean national authorities and the security forces to exercise maximum restraint and to uphold the rule of law, including respect for basic human rights. He encourages all stakeholders in Guinea to commit to a peaceful, consensual transitional process in the country through the early holding of credible and transparent elections. To this end, the Secretary-General calls upon the National Council for Democracy and Development (CNDD), to respect its earlier commitments not to participate in the elections. 

– Spokesperson for Ban Ki-moon, Secretary-General of the United Nations, New York, 9/28/09 

**********

The ECOWAS Commission has learnt with dismay that the peaceful demonstration organized in Conakry by the Forum des Forces Vives de la Nation was met with violent repression. The Commission strongly condemns these acts of repression.  ECOWAS calls for the setting up of an International Committee of Inquiry in collaboration with the African Union and the United Nations Commission for Human Rights, in order to identify the persons responsible and take necessary measures to address the situation. 
– Economic Community of West African States, 9/29/09

**********

The United States condemns the Guinean military’s brazen and inappropriate use of force against civilians on September 28 . . . We demand the immediate release of opposition leaders and a return to civilian rule as soon as possible, a move that the Guinean people themselves continue to demand. The United States also insists that the National Council for Democracy and Development respect the commitments it has made and not field candidates in Guinea’s upcoming elections.  The United States will continue to monitor the extralegal actions of the military and government as well as work with its international partners . . . to support a peaceful transition in Guinea. 

– Ian Kelly, Department Spokesman, U.S. Department of State, 9/29/09

**********

France utterly condemns the army’s violent crackdown against the Forces Vives during a peaceful demonstration in Conakry. . . . We assure the Guinean people of our complete solidarity and extend our condolences to the bereaved.  France calls for the immediate and unconditional release of all those arrested during this demonstration. France urges the Conseil National pour la Démocratie et le Développement (CNDD) (National Council for the Defense of Democracy) to show responsibility and listen to the legitimate aspirations of the Guinean people to choose their leaders democratically.  Captain Dadis Camara, the president of the CNDD, freely pledged to the international community that he would not run in the 2010 presidential election; his honouring of this commitment is likely to restore peace.

– Statements made by the French Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs Spokesman, 9/29/09

**********

The perpetrators of these brutal attacks must be identified and brought to justice. This can only be achieved through an international enquiry as the Guinean authorities have already been discredited by their lack of political will to carry out a national investigation into accusations of human rights violations by security forces in 2007.

– Erwin van der Borght, Director of Amnesty International's Africa Programme, 10/01/09

**********

The members of the [United Nations Security] Council urge the authorities of Guinea, without delay, to put an end to the violence, bring the perpetrators to justice, release all political prisoners, opposition leaders, and individuals who are being denied due process under the law, and to allow a prompt return to the rule of law, democracy, and constitutional order through elections as scheduled in 2010.

– Ambassador Susan E. Rice, President of the United Nations Security Council, 10/03/09

**********

We were appalled and outraged by the recent violence in Guinea. The indiscriminate killing and raping that took place under government control by government troops was a vile violation of the rights of the people of that country . . . The leadership of Guinea owe a profound apology to the people, who had gathered in peaceful protest against the military takeover . . . They owe not only that apology in words, but in a recognition that they cannot remain in power, that they must turn back to the people the right to choose their own leaders.

– Hillary Clinton, U.S. Secretary of State, 10/6/09
**********

We must remember that rape of any person, constitutes a crime against humanity and such acts can bring those who oversaw the acts and their perpetrators before the International Penal Court.
Furthermore, the greater meaning of these acts, is the desire to repress and keep people from speaking up, to keep people from coming together, to protest and to express themselves freely. It is a serious violation of the Rights of Man. They said that they suspended the constitution, but all the conventions signed by Guinea in agreement with the international community are respected. So they cannot forbid protests that are a nature given right for all the citizens of Guinea.

But what strikes one most, is the denial of the facts, especially by those who perpetrated these crimes, and trying to place the blame on others. That is extremely serious. If at least people recognized their crimes and sought to make amends, maybe we would have been more understanding. But to maintain their position, saying that they are not in the wrong, that in fact, the victims are the guilty party; that is what is even more sobering.

-- Dr Thierno Madjou Sow, President de l’Organisation Guineenne des Droits de l’Homme, 10/07/09
